value to the study of senescence of a comparative approach combined with the detailed examination of changes in man is justified, not only by the careful studies carried out on lower forms, but by the revelation of doubts as to how clearly defined the process of senescence is, with surprising discrepancies not only from class to class, but also among members of an individual class. It also permits an examination of the relation of growth, reproduction and regenerative capacity to longevity, and has enabled the author to evaluate some current theories of aging with considerable insight and authority. This wellintegrated account, with its wide ranging bibliography, will be found both useful and stimulating by all concerned with the development of experimental gerontology. The first edition of this book met with success in Britain and was widely read elsewhere. Now, eight years later, with the increased literature on the subject, and a more established place for social science in medicine, the second enlarged edition should have a good reception in medical education. The two authors have now had several years' personal experience in the United States (the one in epidemiology, the other in sociology). They are, therefore, able to incorporate a great deal of important data from studies in that country, as well as adding new material from Britain and elsewhere.
The overall plan remains the same. To name just two of the amplified subjects: greater emphasis and space is given to consideration of disorders of health in relation to social class and to epidemiological methods; and more weight is given to the discussion of the doctor's role in the community. Throughout, documented cases are now generously illustrated by a variety of charts and tables: these are generally clear and simple, and their inclusion is a major improvement on the first edition. Particularly in the section 'Changes over Time', they bring a sense of urgency to tasks of preventive and social medicine by graphic illustrations of the spread and control of disease.
The important and interesting second part, This monograph by Dr Wills is written in the form of a series of essays about some of the most important biochemical disturbances resulting from renal failure. It is attractively written and very easy to read, perhaps more in the style of the natural philosophers of earlier centuries than the rather dry documentation that is now our daily fare. Nevertheless the monograph gives a very large number of references. Indeed, of the total of 218 pages, no less than 39 are taken up by the references. This is, however, valuable for those reading this monograph as an introduction to the biochemical problems associated with renal failure, and allows them to go back to many of the original writings on this problem. Both for the trainee nephrologist and for the general physician this is a very valuable and easy way of obtaining an oversight of this area of medicine. For the specialist, the monograph is of particular value because of the references. The latter are, unfortunately, all given in alphabetical order at the end of the monograph; much greater ease of access would have been given by arranging the references in relation to each of the chapters. We have all come to expect a remarkably high standard of medical writing and publishing from this textbook of medicine, and readers will not be disappointed in the 13th edition, which appears four years after the previous one. There has been much restyling of chapters and a great deal of new material has been added.
